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The Children’s Center for Communication and Development
““BBrraaddlleeyy””  wwaass  bboorrnn  iinn  OOccttoobbeerr  22000033..    HHee  wwaass  bboorrnn

1155  wweeeekkss  eeaarrllyy  aatt  11  ppoouunndd  aanndd  1144  oouunncceess,,  aanndd  hhee  wwaass
1133  33//44  iinncchheess  lloonngg..    HHee  wwaass  iimmmmeeddiiaatteellyy  iinnttuubbaatteedd  aatt
bbiirrtthh  aanndd  ppllaacceedd  oonn  aa  vveennttiillaattoorr..    HHiiss  ppaarreennttss  wweerree  ttoolldd
tthhaatt  hhee  wwoouulldd  nnoott  lliivvee  tthhrroouugghh  tthhee  ddaayy..
SShhoorrttllyy  aafftteerr  bbiirrtthh,,  hhiiss  rriigghhtt  lluunngg  ccoollllaappsseedd,,
aanndd  hhiiss  lleefftt  lluunngg  oovveerr  eexxppaannddeedd..    TThhee  ddoocc--
ttoorrss  tthheenn  ddiissccoovveerreedd  hhee  hhaadd  aa  ggrraaddee  IIVV  bbrraaiinn
bblleeeedd..    SSiixxtteeeenn  ddaayyss  oolldd,,  hhee  wwaass  bbaacckk  ttoo  hhiiss
bbiirrtthh  wweeiigghhtt,,  aanndd  hhiiss  hheeaadd  wwaass  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ttoo
sswweellll..    HHee  tthheenn  hhaadd  hhyyddrroocceepphhaalluuss  aanndd  wwaass
ttrraannssppoorrtteedd  ttoo  UUnniivveerrssiittyy  MMeeddiiccaall  CCeenntteerr  ttoo
hhaavvee  aa  VVPP  sshhuunntt  ppllaacceedd..    AAfftteerr  tthhee  sshhuunntt
wwaass  ppllaacceedd,,  tthheenn  ccaammee  ffeeeeddiinngg  iissssuueess..
BBrraaddlleeyy  wwaass  ffiinnaallllyy  ddiisscchhaarrggeedd  hhoommee  oonn  hhiiss
oorriiggiinnaall  dduuee  ddaattee,,  33  mmoonntthhss  llaatteerr..

AAtt  aaggee  22,,  BBrraaddlleeyy  wwaass  ddiiaaggnnoosseedd  wwiitthh
CCeerreebbrraall  PPaallssyy..    TTooddaayy,,  BBrraaddlleeyy  iiss  44  yyeeaarrss  oolldd  aanndd
wweeiigghhss  2288  ppoouunnddss..    HHee  hhaass  hhaadd  sseevveerraall  ssuurrggeerriieess  ssiinnccee
bbeeiinngg  rreelleeaasseedd  ffrroomm  NNIICCUU,,  iinncclluuddiinngg  aa  sshhuunntt  rreevviissiioonn,,
ssttrraabbiissmmuuss  ssuurrggeerryy  ttwwiiccee  aanndd  sseelleeccttiivvee  ddoorrssaall  rrhhiizzoottoo--
mmyy..    FFoorr  aa  lliittttllee  bbooyy  wwhhoo  wwaass  nnoott  ssuuppppoosseedd  ttoo  mmaakkee  iitt

ppaasstt  tthhrreeee  ddaayyss,,  hhee  iiss  ddooiinngg  ggrreeaatt!!    HHee  ccaann  nnooww  wwaallkk
wwiitthh  tthhee  aassssiissttaannccee  ooff  aa  wwaallkkeerr..    AAnndd  hhee  ccaann  ssppeeaakk  ffoouurr--
wwoorrdd  sseenntteenncceess..    HHee  hhaass  hhaadd  aa  ttrreemmeennddoouuss  ffiigghhtt  ssiinnccee
hhee  eenntteerreedd  tthhiiss  wwoorrlldd..    IItt  hhaass  bbeeeenn  ffuullll  ooff  tthheerraappyy,,  ddoocc--

ttoorr  vviissiittss,,  tthheerraappyy,,  hhoossppiittaall  ssttaayyss  aanndd  mmoorree
tthheerraappyy..    

BBrraaddlleeyy  bbeeccaammee  aa  ssttuuddeenntt  aatt  TThhee
CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr  CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aanndd
DDeevveellooppmmeenntt..    OOnnccee  hhee  wwaass  tthheerree,,  hhee  bbeeggaann
ttoo  hhaavvee  mmoorree  ooff  aa  ttyyppiiccaall  cchhiilldd’’ss  lliiffee..    TThhee
cceenntteerr  ooffffeerrss  aa  ttrraannssddiisscciipplliinnaarryy  ccuurrrriiccuulluumm,,
wwhhiicchh  iiss  --  aaccccoorrddiinngg  ttoo  hhiiss  mmootthheerr  --
aabbssoolluutteellyy  wwoonnddeerrffuull  ffoorr  BBrraaddlleeyy..    IItt  hheellppss
hhiimm  mmaakkee  ccoonnnneeccttiioonnss  wwiitthh  aa  ““rreeaall  wwoorrlldd
aapppprrooaacchh..””      

BBrraaddlleeyy’’ss  ppaarreennttss  hhaavvee  ssaaiidd,,  ““OOuurr  ffaammiillyy
aanndd  II  ttrruullyy  tthhaannkk  aallll  ooff  TThhee  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CCeenntteerr

ssttaaffff  ffoorr  ggiivviinngg  BBrraaddlleeyy  tthhee  bbeeggiinnnniinngg  ffoouunnddaattiioonn  hhee
nneeeeddss  ttoo  ssuucccceeeedd  iinn  lliiffee..    WWee  aallssoo  ggiivvee  aa  bbiigg  ‘‘tthhaannkk  yyoouu’’
ttoo  UUnniitteedd  WWaayy  ffoorr  hheellppiinngg  wwiitthh  BBrraaddlleeyy’’ss  nneeeeddss  aass  wweellll
aass  tthhee  ootthheerr  ssttuuddeennttss  aatt  TThhee  CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CCeenntteerr  ffoorr
CCoommmmuunniiccaattiioonn  aanndd  DDeevveellooppmmeenntt..””

Hattiesburg Area Habitat for Humanity - 
Letter from Homeowner

“As sure as the stars are out of reach, so was the idea of
owning my own home.  I dreamed that one day I would,
but I just shrugged it off.  

Being a single mom working a 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. job and
with homes outrageously overpriced, owning a home was
a figment of my imagination.  

Little did I know that angels were about to descend upon
Annie Christie Street and present themselves to me and
my two little cubs.

An angel’s work is used to accomplish a divine purpose
and to exalt the power of God.  I ascended from being a
renter to a very grateful and happy homeowner.  I am
thankful to God that I am around such wonderful people
who are disguised as angels.

A very special thank you to these angels and the organi-
zations and businesses:  Habitat for Humanity, Habitat
sponsors and supporters for the monetary donations and
supplies, Kathryn Dahmer for pointing me in the right
direction, the city of Hattiesburg, Lockhard & Gray
Construction, Willmut Gas, First Baptist Church and to the
volunteers.  You all are awesome.

Do angels really exist?  I gladly answer that with a very
big ‘yes.’  Angels exist in human form.  They exist in reality
in the form of friends, family, strangers, co-workers and
loved ones.  And, most of all, angels make the world a bet-
ter place.”

The Carpenter’s Helper

As of summer 2008, The Carpenter’s Helper has been
working with “Susie” for almost seven months.   Susie
is a single mother who cares for six children in her
household with an income of less than $1,000 a month.
Some of these children were adopted by her due to a
death in the family.  When The Carpenter’s Helper
became aware of her situation, it began to see what it
could do to help her housing situation become safer,
more sanitary and more secure.  Due to problems
beyond the client’s control, her house has sustained
major damage over the years.  The Carpenter’s Helper
replaced the roof, some rotten lumber on the outside of
the house, all of the windows and doors, the air condi-
tioning system and a hot water heater.  This allowed the
family to have hot showers for the first time in seven
years!  Damaged sheetrock is being replaced, and new
insulation is being installed also.  Kitchen cabinets that
are now falling off the walls will be replaced, along with
bathroom sinks and tubs.  

Executive Director Tom Smith said, “This project would
not have been possible without the continued support
of United Way.  It has been exciting to be a part of a
project that has restored a little hope  to this family
who, in the mother’s own words, ‘felt like all the roads
in life kept leading to a big wall’.”



ary had been married for 30 years when she

was admitted to the Domestic Abuse Family Shelter

in Hattiesburg.  She had endured physical, psycho-

logical and sexual abuse spanning almost the entire

three decades of the marriage.  While struggling

through her abusive relationship, she worked the

same full-time job for 15 years.  She also suffered

physical problems.

Nevertheless, these chal-

lenges did not stop her

from taking it upon herself

to raise two grandchildren.

Mary most likely waited to

leave her abusive relationship until her own children

were grown and had moved away from home.  At age

57, she finally got up her courage to leave, and she

turned to DAFS for help.  When the woman and her

grandchildren arrived at the shelter, she was emo-

tionally exhausted, but she took full advantage of the

services and resources offered by and through DAFS.

While residing at the shelter for several months, she
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underwent both group and individual counseling.

DAFS was her help and inspiration.  The woman rose

above her past circumstances and refused to let her

physical limitations hold her back.  She found a new

place to live, despite the fact that she did not qualify

for low-income housing, and she was able to main-

tain her job.

Mary found assistance

through several other

agencies, such as Pinebelt

Association for Families,

Southeast Mississippi

Legal Services Corp.,

Department of Human Services, The Salvation Army

and Pearl River Valley Opportunity.

She grew emotionally, working through issues stem-

ming from the long-term abuse she had experienced.

Today, having filed for divorce, she continues to live

independently with her two grandchildren.
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DOMESTIC ABUSE FAMILY SHELTER, INC.

y the age of three and a half, Tim should have been speaking

in 3-4 word phrases and sentences with speech that was usually

understood by others.  However, Tim’s speech was determined to be

completely unintelligible and seriously delayed in development.  In

spite of having average to above average intelligence and a nurturing

home environment, nothing that Tim said could be understood.  His

frustration was growing.  Outclient therapy was initiated, and Tim’s

speech began to improve.  However, it was still difficult to under-

stand.  At four and a half, he was approaching kindergarten age, and

his parents knew that the continued challenges of his severe speech

problem soon would become a major issue.

As is often the case, language and academic problems followed

Tim’s speech difficulties.  His fine motor skills and organizational

skills were compromised.  In order to receive more intensive services,

Tim enrolled in the full time program at the USM DuBard School for

Language Disorders when he was five years old.  He remained there

for three years.  During that time he acquired additional speech and

language skills, as well as reading, writing and math through the

intensive, multisensory curriculum of the Association Method.  

It was much to Tim’s advantage that he received intensive interven-

tion early.  By the age of eight, he returned to an area school district.

Tim had normal articulation skills and grade level academic skills,

and he even became an honor student!  Because of the services that

United Way of Southeast Mississippi helped provide, he avoided a

pattern so frequently seen:  speech and language problems that lead

to academic frustration and failure.

Tim is currently in high school where he is active in the Beta Club

and excels in sports!
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“My Stay at the Shelter”

t is a fun place to stay.  They take you

places.  You go skating and to the movies.  You

rent movies.  We go to the basketball games.

You get store privileges.  They take you to the

mall and Payless.  This place feels just like

home.  We usually don’t do this at home.  But

sometimes I miss my mom and dad.

Sometimes they let me visit my mom.  We had

fun with her.  The shelter is a place that is

warm and safe.  Mrs. Sonya Duncan was there

for my brother, sister, and me.  She was like a

mother to me.  Mrs. April is a fun person to

hang out with.  She’s like my best friend.  She

is very cool when you get to know her.  Mr.

Shane is very nice and funny.  But he can’t

dance.  But I still love the staff.  So that is why

I like the shelter.

LLeetttteerr  ffrroomm  aa  1133--yyeeaarr--oolldd  ggiirrll  

ssttaayyiinngg  aatt  tthhee  SSoouutthh  MMiissssiissssiippppii

CChhiillddrreenn’’ss  CCeenntteerr
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